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As of Monday next week, a group of
17 people will be in a remote tropical
rainforest village in Peru recently devas-
tated by torrential floods. They will be
there to build a home, courtesy of a
Saint-Lazare couple and their family,
and an initiative of the Hudson-based
Pure Art Foundation. In this exclusive
interview, the Foundation’s co-founders
Robert McKinnon and his wife, Brigitte,
explain how it all came together.  

Q: What exactly is The Pure Art
Foundation? 

It is a registered Canadian charity
dedicated to relieving poverty around
the world with particular emphasis on
educating children, providing shelter
and clean drinking water, and improv-
ing health care.

Q: What are its objectives and pri-
orities?

Currently, we have four main areas of

commitment.  The Children’s
Contribution Program whereby $100
donations pay for uniforms and sup-
plies for school-age children, providing
the gift of education for each child for
an entire year. To date there are 233
youngsters attending school in the Pure
Art program.

Our H2O “Health to Offer” program
helps create freshwater wells that pro-
vide clean water for families in remote
areas and, to date, there are five wells
built in the region of Pucallpa. 

Our CAST “Construct A Structure
Today” program focuses on building
new homes to replace dilapidated struc-
tures where families live. There are now
seven Pure Art homes in Peru - five
already built and two under construc-
tion - plus one medical clinic.

And then there is the Namaste
(Breast Cancer) Support Program for
which funds are raised through the sale
of tote bags to enable women to take
part in the race to end breast cancer.

Q: Who actually founded the Pure
Art Foundation? 

It was established only three short
years ago by the McKinnon family for
whom it is a total commitment. For
myself, my wife Brigitte, and our five
sons Sebastian, Benjamin, Samuel,
Liam, and Renault. Our philosophy is
simple. We all play a role in making this
world a better place and our objective is
to bring meaningful, sustainable change
to people living in remote areas of the
planet where few, if any, programs exist.
Our mission is to engage with the peo-
ple locally, learn from them what is real-
ly required, and build

programs to transform every penny
into lasting results. 

Q: Can you elaborate on the role of
your family? 

Brigitte embodies the true inspira-
tion of Pure Art. She is fully dedicated
on a full-time basis and very hands-on.
All of the five boys are equally commit-
ted and engaged in the evolution of

Pure Art. They take on various roles in
the running of the foundation and,
along with myself, provide a supportive
role for all of its endeavours. 
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It is extremely important to our fam-
ily, evolving from the simple idea of our
children-helping other children a world
away. By engaging in this collaborative
community experience, they have been
stretched and will never be the same.

Q: Where, and how, does the
Hudson Pure Art Boutique fit in to all
this?

Good question. And an important
one. The boutique on Main Road is
where community supporters can shop
with a purpose. Profits from the sale of
artistic items in the boutique are sent to
the Foundation to support community
projects in the areas where Pure Art is
currently focused. This enables every
penny that is donated to the Foundation
to be passed along directly to the people
who need it most.

What’s more, it is not only a place to
pick up one-of-a-kind artistic items to
support artisans around the world, but
also a place to become informed of all
that needs to be done, and how one fam-
ily in Hudson is doing their part to hope-
fully inspire others to engage in mean-
ingful activity. It’s just a start.

Q: How long have you been plan-
ning this trip and who was invited? 

We have been planning this trip to the
frontier town of Pucallpa for about one
year now and this time we opened it up
to anyone in the community who would
like to join us, as long as they were over
18 and agreed to pay all of their expenses
for travel, as not one penny of
Foundation funds are utilized for travel-
ling expenses at anytime, for anyone.

Q: And what is on the program?
The principal objective is to build a

Pure Art home for a family in great need
of shelter, providing a certain dignity.
The group will also take part in the inau-
guration of the next Pure Art fresh-water
well and visit the Pure Art school chil-
dren enrolled this year in Pucallpa.
Interestingly, the house being built this
year is actually supported by area resi-
dent Robert Bracken and family who de-
cided this Christmas to pool their re-
sources and commit to funding its con-
struction.. 

Q: How many trips have you organized
to date and what have they accomplished?

This is our fourth trip to Peru in as
many years. Each of the previous three
trips opened our eyes to a more in depth
appreciation for what is really needed in
this part of the world.

The first was focused on the children,
the second on fresh drinking water, and
the third on establishing a medical
clinic. Now successfully maintaining
these projects, our focus will be on
building this new home and maintain-
ing the other programs while we seek
out new houses to build for others less
fortunate. 

However, this is the first trip where we
are taking volunteers from the commu-
nity and everyone is very excited about
what this adventure may bring.

Q: How many people are participat-
ing this time around? 

There are 17 people boarding the
plane as the first Pure Art Team of this
size to reach Peru. All there to willingly
lend a hand in Pucallpa. We already have
six people confirmed for next year’s trip.

Q: And what can they expect?
Well, it’s certainly not a holiday. But

rather a working trip to the jungle at this
time of year. And especially with the
weather the way it is right now, it will
challenge even the hardiest traveller.
Pucallpa is not even in the guide books,
nor considered a tourist destination. 

In essence, it is a  one-week expedi-
tion into this Amazonian Basin frontier
town to provide as much help as possi-
ble and add a little more to the lasting in-
frastructure which is taking shape there,
thanks to other Canadians dedicated to
this task. 

Some of the volunteers are returning
home at the end of this first week, while
others have decided to stay on a second
week to visit Machu Picchu while in
Peru. This part of the trip is optional, and
again, is planned independently and
completely at their own expense. 

During this second week, the Pure Art
team will be involved in scheduled
meetings with artisans and suppliers in
the Peruvian highlands around Cusco in
an effort to bring new items back to the
Pure Art Boutique in Hudson in order to
raise more funds for the next community
project for the people of Peru. Time well
spent.

Continued on page 20

It’s not every day you get to meet four extraordinary women. But that’s 
exactly what happened for me last Sunday at The Willow Place Inn in
Hudson when the three finalists for Queen of Hudson’s 2nd Annual St.
Patrick’s Day Parade, and an honourary Queen Mum, gathered to celebrate
the parade to come.

The first of the candidates for Queen to arrive was Suzie de Bellefeuille, a
tall red-haired woman with great humour and energy. The second was
Kimberly Hennessy, a beautifully poised and articulate young mother of
two. And the third was Ariane Leigh Brazeau, a tranquil and beautifully-spo-
ken and accomplished young lady.

The three were finalists in the parade pageant which had been receiving
nominations for a Queen and two princesses to preside over the much an-
ticipated parade in Hudson on March 19.

I had the great pleasure of interviewing all of the ladies who had been
nominated. Some had previous engagements for the day, while others were
completing their degrees at McGill. Still others were ambushed by the snow-
storm that descended that morning. But all, it has to be said, were thrilled
with their nominations which had come in from peers and admirers; hus-
bands and boyfriends; mothers and grandmothers. It is such an honour to
be singled out, isn’t it, and all the nominees were moved when learning that
they had been honoured this way.

When the time came on Sunday to choose from among the three finalists,
the judges work was really cut out for them. 

Masters of Ceremony, Terry Girouard of Radio 107.7 The Jewel and Patrick
O’Grady, interviewed each of the candidates by asking them questions
about their backgrounds, their childhood, their work and school life, and
their Irish heritage. The answers were never less than interesting and en-
grossing. These three people brought a wealth of individuality, character
and a real sense of themselves and who they are to the proceedings. I cannot
recall ever having remotely their level of composure when I was younger, or
their sense of being comfortable in their own skin, as these three candidates
displayed at every turn in the room which was filled with spectators. 

In the end, Suzie de Bellefeuille wore the golden crown of the Queen,
while Ariane Leigh Brazeau and Kimberly Hennessy donned the silver
crowns of the princesses.

But perhaps the pinnacle of the evening was the moment when everyone
honoured Clare Westcott, our Honourary Queen Mum. A lady of great
charm and eloquent Irish accent, Clare is well known in the community for
her volunteer work with Meals on Wheels, the Hudson Travel Club and oth-
ers. Everyone in the room instantly rose to their feet to applaud this special
lady—and the Parade Committee was thrilled to learn that she will ride in
the parade on Saturday, March 19. 

I would just like to thank these four amazing women for being an inspira-
tion to everyone in that room on Sunday—and we can’t wait to cheer you on
during our fabulous parade which is already bigger and better than it was
last year! And that’s saying something.

execeditor@yourlocaljournal.ca
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It was established only three short
years ago by the McKinnon family for
whom it is a total commitment. For
myself, my wife Brigitte, and our five
sons Sebastian, Benjamin, Samuel,
Liam, and Renault. Our philosophy is
simple. We all play a role in making this
world a better place and our objective is
to bring meaningful, sustainable change
to people living in remote areas of the
planet where few, if any, programs exist.
Our mission is to engage with the peo-
ple locally, learn from them what is real-
ly required, and build

programs to transform every penny
into lasting results. 

Q: Can you elaborate on the role of
your family? 

Brigitte embodies the true inspira-
tion of Pure Art. She is fully dedicated
on a full-time basis and very hands-on.
All of the five boys are equally commit-
ted and engaged in the evolution of

Pure Art. They take on various roles in
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role for all of its endeavours. 
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ingful activity. It’s just a start.

Q: How long have you been plan-
ning this trip and who was invited? 

We have been planning this trip to the
frontier town of Pucallpa for about one
year now and this time we opened it up
to anyone in the community who would
like to join us, as long as they were over
18 and agreed to pay all of their expenses
for travel, as not one penny of
Foundation funds are utilized for travel-
ling expenses at anytime, for anyone.

Q: And what is on the program?
The principal objective is to build a

Pure Art home for a family in great need
of shelter, providing a certain dignity.
The group will also take part in the inau-
guration of the next Pure Art fresh-water
well and visit the Pure Art school chil-
dren enrolled this year in Pucallpa.
Interestingly, the house being built this
year is actually supported by area resi-
dent Robert Bracken and family who de-
cided this Christmas to pool their re-
sources and commit to funding its con-
struction.. 

Q: How many trips have you organized
to date and what have they accomplished?

This is our fourth trip to Peru in as
many years. Each of the previous three
trips opened our eyes to a more in depth
appreciation for what is really needed in
this part of the world.

The first was focused on the children,
the second on fresh drinking water, and
the third on establishing a medical
clinic. Now successfully maintaining
these projects, our focus will be on
building this new home and maintain-
ing the other programs while we seek
out new houses to build for others less
fortunate. 

However, this is the first trip where we
are taking volunteers from the commu-
nity and everyone is very excited about
what this adventure may bring.

Q: How many people are participat-
ing this time around? 

There are 17 people boarding the
plane as the first Pure Art Team of this
size to reach Peru. All there to willingly
lend a hand in Pucallpa. We already have
six people confirmed for next year’s trip.

Q: And what can they expect?
Well, it’s certainly not a holiday. But

rather a working trip to the jungle at this
time of year. And especially with the
weather the way it is right now, it will
challenge even the hardiest traveller.
Pucallpa is not even in the guide books,
nor considered a tourist destination. 

In essence, it is a  one-week expedi-
tion into this Amazonian Basin frontier
town to provide as much help as possi-
ble and add a little more to the lasting in-
frastructure which is taking shape there,
thanks to other Canadians dedicated to
this task. 

Some of the volunteers are returning
home at the end of this first week, while
others have decided to stay on a second
week to visit Machu Picchu while in
Peru. This part of the trip is optional, and
again, is planned independently and
completely at their own expense. 

During this second week, the Pure Art
team will be involved in scheduled
meetings with artisans and suppliers in
the Peruvian highlands around Cusco in
an effort to bring new items back to the
Pure Art Boutique in Hudson in order to
raise more funds for the next community
project for the people of Peru. Time well
spent.

Continued on page 20

It’s not every day you get to meet four extraordinary women. But that’s 
exactly what happened for me last Sunday at The Willow Place Inn in
Hudson when the three finalists for Queen of Hudson’s 2nd Annual St.
Patrick’s Day Parade, and an honourary Queen Mum, gathered to celebrate
the parade to come.

The first of the candidates for Queen to arrive was Suzie de Bellefeuille, a
tall red-haired woman with great humour and energy. The second was
Kimberly Hennessy, a beautifully poised and articulate young mother of
two. And the third was Ariane Leigh Brazeau, a tranquil and beautifully-spo-
ken and accomplished young lady.

The three were finalists in the parade pageant which had been receiving
nominations for a Queen and two princesses to preside over the much an-
ticipated parade in Hudson on March 19.

I had the great pleasure of interviewing all of the ladies who had been
nominated. Some had previous engagements for the day, while others were
completing their degrees at McGill. Still others were ambushed by the snow-
storm that descended that morning. But all, it has to be said, were thrilled
with their nominations which had come in from peers and admirers; hus-
bands and boyfriends; mothers and grandmothers. It is such an honour to
be singled out, isn’t it, and all the nominees were moved when learning that
they had been honoured this way.

When the time came on Sunday to choose from among the three finalists,
the judges work was really cut out for them. 

Masters of Ceremony, Terry Girouard of Radio 107.7 The Jewel and Patrick
O’Grady, interviewed each of the candidates by asking them questions
about their backgrounds, their childhood, their work and school life, and
their Irish heritage. The answers were never less than interesting and en-
grossing. These three people brought a wealth of individuality, character
and a real sense of themselves and who they are to the proceedings. I cannot
recall ever having remotely their level of composure when I was younger, or
their sense of being comfortable in their own skin, as these three candidates
displayed at every turn in the room which was filled with spectators. 

In the end, Suzie de Bellefeuille wore the golden crown of the Queen,
while Ariane Leigh Brazeau and Kimberly Hennessy donned the silver
crowns of the princesses.

But perhaps the pinnacle of the evening was the moment when everyone
honoured Clare Westcott, our Honourary Queen Mum. A lady of great
charm and eloquent Irish accent, Clare is well known in the community for
her volunteer work with Meals on Wheels, the Hudson Travel Club and oth-
ers. Everyone in the room instantly rose to their feet to applaud this special
lady—and the Parade Committee was thrilled to learn that she will ride in
the parade on Saturday, March 19. 

I would just like to thank these four amazing women for being an inspira-
tion to everyone in that room on Sunday—and we can’t wait to cheer you on
during our fabulous parade which is already bigger and better than it was
last year! And that’s saying something.

execeditor@yourlocaljournal.ca
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As of Monday next week, a group of
17 people will be in a remote tropical
rainforest village in Peru recently devas-
tated by torrential floods. They will be
there to build a home, courtesy of a
Saint-Lazare couple and their family,
and an initiative of the Hudson-based
Pure Art Foundation. In this exclusive
interview, the Foundation’s co-founders
Robert McKinnon and his wife, Brigitte,
explain how it all came together.  

Q: What exactly is The Pure Art
Foundation? 

It is a registered Canadian charity
dedicated to relieving poverty around
the world with particular emphasis on
educating children, providing shelter
and clean drinking water, and improv-
ing health care.

Q: What are its objectives and pri-
orities?

Currently, we have four main areas of

commitment.  The Children’s
Contribution Program whereby $100
donations pay for uniforms and sup-
plies for school-age children, providing
the gift of education for each child for
an entire year. To date there are 233
youngsters attending school in the Pure
Art program.

Our H2O “Health to Offer” program
helps create freshwater wells that pro-
vide clean water for families in remote
areas and, to date, there are five wells
built in the region of Pucallpa. 

Our CAST “Construct A Structure
Today” program focuses on building
new homes to replace dilapidated struc-
tures where families live. There are now
seven Pure Art homes in Peru - five
already built and two under construc-
tion - plus one medical clinic.

And then there is the Namaste
(Breast Cancer) Support Program for
which funds are raised through the sale
of tote bags to enable women to take
part in the race to end breast cancer.

Q: Who actually founded the Pure
Art Foundation? 

It was established only three short
years ago by the McKinnon family for
whom it is a total commitment. For
myself, my wife Brigitte, and our five
sons Sebastian, Benjamin, Samuel,
Liam, and Renault. Our philosophy is
simple. We all play a role in making this
world a better place and our objective is
to bring meaningful, sustainable change
to people living in remote areas of the
planet where few, if any, programs exist.
Our mission is to engage with the peo-
ple locally, learn from them what is real-
ly required, and build

programs to transform every penny
into lasting results. 

Q: Can you elaborate on the role of
your family? 

Brigitte embodies the true inspira-
tion of Pure Art. She is fully dedicated
on a full-time basis and very hands-on.
All of the five boys are equally commit-
ted and engaged in the evolution of

Pure Art. They take on various roles in
the running of the foundation and,
along with myself, provide a supportive
role for all of its endeavours. 

Continued on page 6
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Local residents to build a home in Peru
for those less fortunate

Pure Art Foundation and first-time volunteers embark on a constructive adventure of a lifetime
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Two children in Pucallpa, Peru.
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Off to Peru tomorrow, Robert and Brigitte McKinnon, their sons, and all the volunteers who will be
building a home for a family in need.
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away. By engaging in this collaborative
community experience, they have been
stretched and will never be the same.
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penny that is donated to the Foundation
to be passed along directly to the people
who need it most.

What’s more, it is not only a place to
pick up one-of-a-kind artistic items to
support artisans around the world, but
also a place to become informed of all
that needs to be done, and how one fam-
ily in Hudson is doing their part to hope-
fully inspire others to engage in mean-
ingful activity. It’s just a start.

Q: How long have you been plan-
ning this trip and who was invited? 

We have been planning this trip to the
frontier town of Pucallpa for about one
year now and this time we opened it up
to anyone in the community who would
like to join us, as long as they were over
18 and agreed to pay all of their expenses
for travel, as not one penny of
Foundation funds are utilized for travel-
ling expenses at anytime, for anyone.

Q: And what is on the program?
The principal objective is to build a

Pure Art home for a family in great need
of shelter, providing a certain dignity.
The group will also take part in the inau-
guration of the next Pure Art fresh-water
well and visit the Pure Art school chil-
dren enrolled this year in Pucallpa.
Interestingly, the house being built this
year is actually supported by area resi-
dent Robert Bracken and family who de-
cided this Christmas to pool their re-
sources and commit to funding its con-
struction.. 

Q: How many trips have you organized
to date and what have they accomplished?

This is our fourth trip to Peru in as
many years. Each of the previous three
trips opened our eyes to a more in depth
appreciation for what is really needed in
this part of the world.

The first was focused on the children,
the second on fresh drinking water, and
the third on establishing a medical
clinic. Now successfully maintaining
these projects, our focus will be on
building this new home and maintain-
ing the other programs while we seek
out new houses to build for others less
fortunate. 

However, this is the first trip where we
are taking volunteers from the commu-
nity and everyone is very excited about
what this adventure may bring.

Q: How many people are participat-
ing this time around? 

There are 17 people boarding the
plane as the first Pure Art Team of this
size to reach Peru. All there to willingly
lend a hand in Pucallpa. We already have
six people confirmed for next year’s trip.

Q: And what can they expect?
Well, it’s certainly not a holiday. But

rather a working trip to the jungle at this
time of year. And especially with the
weather the way it is right now, it will
challenge even the hardiest traveller.
Pucallpa is not even in the guide books,
nor considered a tourist destination. 

In essence, it is a  one-week expedi-
tion into this Amazonian Basin frontier
town to provide as much help as possi-
ble and add a little more to the lasting in-
frastructure which is taking shape there,
thanks to other Canadians dedicated to
this task. 

Some of the volunteers are returning
home at the end of this first week, while
others have decided to stay on a second
week to visit Machu Picchu while in
Peru. This part of the trip is optional, and
again, is planned independently and
completely at their own expense. 

During this second week, the Pure Art
team will be involved in scheduled
meetings with artisans and suppliers in
the Peruvian highlands around Cusco in
an effort to bring new items back to the
Pure Art Boutique in Hudson in order to
raise more funds for the next community
project for the people of Peru. Time well
spent.

Continued on page 20

It’s not every day you get to meet four extraordinary women. But that’s 
exactly what happened for me last Sunday at The Willow Place Inn in
Hudson when the three finalists for Queen of Hudson’s 2nd Annual St.
Patrick’s Day Parade, and an honourary Queen Mum, gathered to celebrate
the parade to come.

The first of the candidates for Queen to arrive was Suzie de Bellefeuille, a
tall red-haired woman with great humour and energy. The second was
Kimberly Hennessy, a beautifully poised and articulate young mother of
two. And the third was Ariane Leigh Brazeau, a tranquil and beautifully-spo-
ken and accomplished young lady.

The three were finalists in the parade pageant which had been receiving
nominations for a Queen and two princesses to preside over the much an-
ticipated parade in Hudson on March 19.

I had the great pleasure of interviewing all of the ladies who had been
nominated. Some had previous engagements for the day, while others were
completing their degrees at McGill. Still others were ambushed by the snow-
storm that descended that morning. But all, it has to be said, were thrilled
with their nominations which had come in from peers and admirers; hus-
bands and boyfriends; mothers and grandmothers. It is such an honour to
be singled out, isn’t it, and all the nominees were moved when learning that
they had been honoured this way.

When the time came on Sunday to choose from among the three finalists,
the judges work was really cut out for them. 

Masters of Ceremony, Terry Girouard of Radio 107.7 The Jewel and Patrick
O’Grady, interviewed each of the candidates by asking them questions
about their backgrounds, their childhood, their work and school life, and
their Irish heritage. The answers were never less than interesting and en-
grossing. These three people brought a wealth of individuality, character
and a real sense of themselves and who they are to the proceedings. I cannot
recall ever having remotely their level of composure when I was younger, or
their sense of being comfortable in their own skin, as these three candidates
displayed at every turn in the room which was filled with spectators. 

In the end, Suzie de Bellefeuille wore the golden crown of the Queen,
while Ariane Leigh Brazeau and Kimberly Hennessy donned the silver
crowns of the princesses.

But perhaps the pinnacle of the evening was the moment when everyone
honoured Clare Westcott, our Honourary Queen Mum. A lady of great
charm and eloquent Irish accent, Clare is well known in the community for
her volunteer work with Meals on Wheels, the Hudson Travel Club and oth-
ers. Everyone in the room instantly rose to their feet to applaud this special
lady—and the Parade Committee was thrilled to learn that she will ride in
the parade on Saturday, March 19. 

I would just like to thank these four amazing women for being an inspira-
tion to everyone in that room on Sunday—and we can’t wait to cheer you on
during our fabulous parade which is already bigger and better than it was
last year! And that’s saying something.

execeditor@yourlocaljournal.ca

FROM WHERE I SIT

6  YOUR LOCAL JOURNAL THURSDAY, MARCH 10, 2011

W
hile our fair burg is cloaked
in white this week, reminis-
cent of a winter wonderland

Christmas card, there’s no getting away
from it. In just nine days from today
(Thursday), it will be a glorious 40
shades of green. With our second annu-
al St. Patrick’s Day Parade along Main
Road and up Cameron starting at 1
p.m. and already guaranteed to be more
spectacular than last. And faith and
begorra, it sure got off to a rousing start
this past Sunday with two Irish-themed
parties at the Willow Place Inn that
were a delight to behold.

ERIN GO BRAGH - At noon, some 50
green-clad members of the Hudson
Coronation Street Appreciation
Society - including several from down-
town Montreal, Laval, and the West
Island - despite the lousy driving condi-
tions - gathered for their annual early
St. Pat’s Celebration in fine style host-
ed by Yours Truly and my beautiful
Sunshine.

And then at 6 p.m., the very same
room was transformed into a veritable
royal court with the selection and
immediate ‘coronation’ of the Queen of
the Irish, Suzie de Bellefeuille, her two
princesses, Kimberly Hennessy and
Ariane Leigh Brazeau, as well as - new
this year and to my knowledge never
done anywhere else before  - The Queen
Mom, Clare Westcott. (For more, see
page 00.)

Introduced by Terry O’Shaughnessy
- one of my favourite Irish ladies in the
whole wide world, and not just because
she’s my boss – and with the inimitable
Pat O’Grady and Terry Girouard con-
ducting the interviews, it truly was a
magical evening. No question, however,
that the judges, Carole St.-Pierre,

Sheena Purcell, and Leslie Major, did
not have an easy task. For as Carole
explained, all three were truly worthy of
being Queen, but only one could be
chosen.

Continuing the momentum, this
Friday will see the yet-to-be-named
Irishman of the Year being saluted at a
special dinner at The Hudson Legion.
And then it’s off to the parade itself and
all the festivities that follow. Can’t wait.
And see you there!

HOME AWAY FROM HOME -
Meanwhile off to another part of the
world tomorrow (Friday) - Peru to be
exact - is a very special group of 17 local
residents who will be leaving their
homes here to build a new one there in
the community of Pucallpa. Not for
themselves, I hasten to add. But rather,
according to organizers, Robert &
Brigitte McKinnon, for a family in great
need of shelter while providing a certain
dignity.  This is the fourth such trip in as
many years for the McKinnon clan of
Mom, Dad, and their five sons. But what
makes it really special, says Robert, is
that it is the first where they will be
accompanying volunteers from the
Hudson community. All of whom will
also take part in the inauguration of the
next Pure Art fresh-water well and visit

the Pure Art school children enrolled
this year in Pucallpa.

Excitedly looking forward to their
journey of discovery are Nicola
Shafiepour, Leslie Blake-Coté, Nicole
Durand, Hank Pardoel, Suzie Coté,
Linda & Alan Wongkee Sonia
Primerano, Roxanne Rainville, and
Sean Goharzadeh. Bon voyage guys
and gals. Enjoy, work hard, keep me
posted by e-mail, and look forward to
talking to you on your return. (See full
story on page 3).

SHIPBOARD ROMANCE –
Meanwhile, from another part of the
world, here’s a scoop you’ve just got to
love. Romance was certainly in the air
this past Valentine’s Day for a Hudson
couple, happily married for the past 35
years and just back in town and the
snow recently after a sun-filled 14-day
cruise in the Caribbean. Namely, Tim &
Liz Snow who, with the captain of the
Princess Cruises’ good ship, Grand
Princess, officiating, renewed their
vows on the high seas one day out of
Fort Lauderdale.  No it wasn’t planned.
Just a spur of the moment thing. But the
captain provided Tim with a bow tie, Liz
with a veil, and the champagne flowed.
Ah, congratulations guys. And be still
my beating heart!

CHEEKY CHAPERONE - Tempted
to ask Tim and Liz  whether, on their
first date way back when, they were
drowsy or accompanied by a chaper-
one. Dictionary definition: a woman
who acts as attendant or protector of a
young unmarried woman in public.
Nah. That would be too silly. But at least
it serves as the only segue I can think of
into a fantastical musical, staged by The
Hudson Music Club, and opening
tomorrow night (Friday) at Le Grand
Théatre, in Vaudreuil-Dorion and run-
ning through March 26 at 8 p.m..
Namely, The Drowsy Chaperone, the
cast of which won thunderous applause
when they performed at the QDF 2011
Spring Theatre Calendar Launch
Party this Monday at The Rialto
Theatre in Montreal.

Penned and scored as a spoof of old
musicals written by friends for the wed-
ding of actors, Bob Martin, and his wife,
Janet Van De Graaff, the show made its
debut on Broadway back in 1986, going
on to win five Tony Awards. In my book,
here are another five worthy winners
pertaining to this particular production.

Randy Davis for direction and chore-
ography. Sheila Engel Katz, musical
direction.  Amy Cooper, choreography.
Jean-Claude Olivier, set design. Alan
MacMillan, lighting design. And the
indefatigable, multi-faceted HMC presi-
dent and costume designer, Gail
Marchand.

Just for the record, major produc-

tions have been staged in Toronto, Los
Angeles, New York, London, and
Japan, as well as throughout the U.S.
with two sold-out tours. Now it is the
turn of Vaudreuil-Soulanges, produced
and performed by the HMC as it contin-
ues to celebrate 50 years of community
theatre excellence on the local stage.
For reservations, call 514-830-2131. It
promises to be a real blast from the past!

And that’s a wrap!
E-mail: creation@videotron.ca
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PHOTO COURTESY OF TIM SNOW

As a complete surprise to their family, Tim &
Liz Snow renewed their wedding vows aboard a
cruise in the Caribbean.

PHOTO BY MICHAEL GREEN

Dancers from the Bernadette Short School of Irish Dancing delight all those gathered at The
Willows Sunday evening for the coronation of The Queen and her Princesses.

PHOTO BY JAMES PARRY

With the full support of Greg Oswick, financial
advisor, artist extraordinaire, Hanie Blais-
Durand, branch office administrator at Edward
Jones Investments on Main Road, created this
giant pot-of-gold leprechaun - the key to hid-
den treasure - to herald the upcoming St.
Patrick's Day Parade. Bravo!

Q: So everyone pays their own way?
Absolutely. Again, it is important to

point out that not one penny of
Foundation donations are used to cover
costs of travel or related expenses for
any traveller, including Pure Art mem-
bers, at any time. Also that not one dol-
lar from the Pure Art Boutique profits
are used for such expenses either.
However, some funds from Pure Art
Boutique, for example, will be used to
provide necessary clothing for local
Peruvian families who have been sadly
affected by the current floods in the
area.

Q: You mention that the
Foundation has received great sup-
port from the community at large.
From whom and in what way? 

So many people in Hudson and sur-
rounding areas already give so much of
themselves to worthy projects all over
the world. “Giving back” seems to be a
mantra of many in this community and
we all engage in different ways. As for
this part of the world in Peru, our
Hudson community already includes
several people who have been providing
substantial financial support to Peru for
many years, and specifically to this area
of Pucallpa, where we will be working. 

Father Roland Demers and Father
Mario Marcello of St. Thomas Aquinas
Church, for example, have been instru-
mental in helping us focus on the fami-
lies in most need, through their col-
league Father Gerald Veilleux living in
Pucallpa for over 35 years. Indeed,
Father Gerald, originally from our area,
is instrumental in ensuring many proj-
ects are kept running smoothly once
Pure Art returns home, and this is criti-
cal to our success in this area. 

What is most inspiring lately have
been the many people of the Hudson
community and surrounding area who
have taken time to stop by and visit the
Pure Art Boutique in the former Legg’s
building across from the church. We
opened only last July and the supportive

people who come back time and time
again, are really the fuel of inspiration.

Contact:
info@pureartfoundation.org;
www.pureartfoundation.org

Peru
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It is extremely important to our fam-
ily, evolving from the simple idea of our
children-helping other children a world
away. By engaging in this collaborative
community experience, they have been
stretched and will never be the same.

Q: Where, and how, does the
Hudson Pure Art Boutique fit in to all
this?

Good question. And an important
one. The boutique on Main Road is
where community supporters can shop
with a purpose. Profits from the sale of
artistic items in the boutique are sent to
the Foundation to support community
projects in the areas where Pure Art is
currently focused. This enables every
penny that is donated to the Foundation
to be passed along directly to the people
who need it most.

What’s more, it is not only a place to
pick up one-of-a-kind artistic items to
support artisans around the world, but
also a place to become informed of all
that needs to be done, and how one fam-
ily in Hudson is doing their part to hope-
fully inspire others to engage in mean-
ingful activity. It’s just a start.

Q: How long have you been plan-
ning this trip and who was invited? 

We have been planning this trip to the
frontier town of Pucallpa for about one
year now and this time we opened it up
to anyone in the community who would
like to join us, as long as they were over
18 and agreed to pay all of their expenses
for travel, as not one penny of
Foundation funds are utilized for travel-
ling expenses at anytime, for anyone.

Q: And what is on the program?
The principal objective is to build a

Pure Art home for a family in great need
of shelter, providing a certain dignity.
The group will also take part in the inau-
guration of the next Pure Art fresh-water
well and visit the Pure Art school chil-
dren enrolled this year in Pucallpa.
Interestingly, the house being built this
year is actually supported by area resi-
dent Robert Bracken and family who de-
cided this Christmas to pool their re-
sources and commit to funding its con-
struction.. 

Q: How many trips have you organized
to date and what have they accomplished?

This is our fourth trip to Peru in as
many years. Each of the previous three
trips opened our eyes to a more in depth
appreciation for what is really needed in
this part of the world.

The first was focused on the children,
the second on fresh drinking water, and
the third on establishing a medical
clinic. Now successfully maintaining
these projects, our focus will be on
building this new home and maintain-
ing the other programs while we seek
out new houses to build for others less
fortunate. 

However, this is the first trip where we
are taking volunteers from the commu-
nity and everyone is very excited about
what this adventure may bring.

Q: How many people are participat-
ing this time around? 

There are 17 people boarding the
plane as the first Pure Art Team of this
size to reach Peru. All there to willingly
lend a hand in Pucallpa. We already have
six people confirmed for next year’s trip.

Q: And what can they expect?
Well, it’s certainly not a holiday. But

rather a working trip to the jungle at this
time of year. And especially with the
weather the way it is right now, it will
challenge even the hardiest traveller.
Pucallpa is not even in the guide books,
nor considered a tourist destination. 

In essence, it is a  one-week expedi-
tion into this Amazonian Basin frontier
town to provide as much help as possi-
ble and add a little more to the lasting in-
frastructure which is taking shape there,
thanks to other Canadians dedicated to
this task. 

Some of the volunteers are returning
home at the end of this first week, while
others have decided to stay on a second
week to visit Machu Picchu while in
Peru. This part of the trip is optional, and
again, is planned independently and
completely at their own expense. 

During this second week, the Pure Art
team will be involved in scheduled
meetings with artisans and suppliers in
the Peruvian highlands around Cusco in
an effort to bring new items back to the
Pure Art Boutique in Hudson in order to
raise more funds for the next community
project for the people of Peru. Time well
spent.

Continued on page 20

It’s not every day you get to meet four extraordinary women. But that’s 
exactly what happened for me last Sunday at The Willow Place Inn in
Hudson when the three finalists for Queen of Hudson’s 2nd Annual St.
Patrick’s Day Parade, and an honourary Queen Mum, gathered to celebrate
the parade to come.

The first of the candidates for Queen to arrive was Suzie de Bellefeuille, a
tall red-haired woman with great humour and energy. The second was
Kimberly Hennessy, a beautifully poised and articulate young mother of
two. And the third was Ariane Leigh Brazeau, a tranquil and beautifully-spo-
ken and accomplished young lady.

The three were finalists in the parade pageant which had been receiving
nominations for a Queen and two princesses to preside over the much an-
ticipated parade in Hudson on March 19.

I had the great pleasure of interviewing all of the ladies who had been
nominated. Some had previous engagements for the day, while others were
completing their degrees at McGill. Still others were ambushed by the snow-
storm that descended that morning. But all, it has to be said, were thrilled
with their nominations which had come in from peers and admirers; hus-
bands and boyfriends; mothers and grandmothers. It is such an honour to
be singled out, isn’t it, and all the nominees were moved when learning that
they had been honoured this way.

When the time came on Sunday to choose from among the three finalists,
the judges work was really cut out for them. 

Masters of Ceremony, Terry Girouard of Radio 107.7 The Jewel and Patrick
O’Grady, interviewed each of the candidates by asking them questions
about their backgrounds, their childhood, their work and school life, and
their Irish heritage. The answers were never less than interesting and en-
grossing. These three people brought a wealth of individuality, character
and a real sense of themselves and who they are to the proceedings. I cannot
recall ever having remotely their level of composure when I was younger, or
their sense of being comfortable in their own skin, as these three candidates
displayed at every turn in the room which was filled with spectators. 

In the end, Suzie de Bellefeuille wore the golden crown of the Queen,
while Ariane Leigh Brazeau and Kimberly Hennessy donned the silver
crowns of the princesses.

But perhaps the pinnacle of the evening was the moment when everyone
honoured Clare Westcott, our Honourary Queen Mum. A lady of great
charm and eloquent Irish accent, Clare is well known in the community for
her volunteer work with Meals on Wheels, the Hudson Travel Club and oth-
ers. Everyone in the room instantly rose to their feet to applaud this special
lady—and the Parade Committee was thrilled to learn that she will ride in
the parade on Saturday, March 19. 

I would just like to thank these four amazing women for being an inspira-
tion to everyone in that room on Sunday—and we can’t wait to cheer you on
during our fabulous parade which is already bigger and better than it was
last year! And that’s saying something.

execeditor@yourlocaljournal.ca
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132 Chemin de l’Anse, Vaudreuil, Québec  J7V 8P3
Telephone: 1.866.567.HEAL (4325)
www.pureartfoundation.org 
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